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Socratic Seminar: Haitian Revolution
Goal: Analyze, discuss, and debate the controversial events of the Haitian Revolution, 1791-1804. 

Instructions: 

1) Read and analyze the following documents. Make sure   to answer the questions that follow each document.

2) Prepare an opening statement to read to the class at the beginning of the socratic seminar. This opening statement should answer the main questions found below. Your opening statement will be your own opinion and perspective, but make sure you justify it. The opening statement should be one minute long.

3) Be prepared to debate your classmates, and defend your own perspective on the main questions.

Main Questions:

1) When is this use of force justified (if ever)? Was the slave revolt in Haiti justified? Were the French justified in trying to stop it?

2) Was Desallines justified when he ordered the mass killing of all whites on the island in 1804? Why or why not?
Grading: Your grade will depend on three things: 

1) Opening statement: You must write down and present an opening statement that is one minute in length. You must turn in the written portion of your opening statement at the end of class. This should be prepared before class!

2) Socratic seminar packet: You must turn in this packet with answers to the questions in order to receive a grade.

3) Participation: If you complete and turn-in the above two, you will receive a 90. To get a higher grade, you must contribute to the class debate/discussion during class.
Document 1: Justification of Slavery, Bishop Bossuet, French Theologian (1627-1704)

“To condemn this state ... would be not only to condemn human law [i.e., the Roman jus gentium] where servitude is admitted, as it appears in all laws, but also it would be to condemn the Holy Spirit which, speaking through St. Paul, ordered slaves to remain in their condition and which did not in any way oblige masters to free them.”

Source: Robin Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery: From the Baroque to the Modern, 1491-1800 (New York: Verso, 1997), 291.

Question 1: On what two grounds does Bishop Bossuet justify slavery?

Document 2: Description of Slave Duties

[image: image1.png]‘Those who survived [the first few years] and were fully inducted into the plantation system occupied a variety of positions.
In general, slave laborers on all plantations were organized into work groups, or ateliers, usually one or two major ones and
a smaller one. The first were composed of the strongest and healthiest slaves, both men and women, doing the heavicst and
hardest work, such s the tilling and clearing of the soil, digging the ditches and canals, planting and picking on the coffec
estates, or cutting the cane on the sugar plantations, as well as the cutting and clearing of trees and extraction of rocks, which
were tasks undertaken by the men....

In the smaller o secondary atelier, then, one would find the less robust: the newly arrived Africans not yet integrated into
the regular work force, women in their seventh or cighth month of pregnancy and others who were nursing infants, as well as
children between cight and thirteen who were not yet ready for the major atelier. Work in these smaller areliers was generally
lighter and more varied, such as planting foodstuffs, fertilizing plants, or weeding and clearing dried leaves from the cane....
Slaves were awakened at five in the morning by the sound of the commandeur's whistle o by several cracks of his whip

or, on the large plantations of over a hundred slaves, by a huge bell. After the recital of perfunctory prayers by the steward,
slaves began work in the fields until eight, were allowed to stop for a meager breakfast, and then returned until noon. The
midday break lasted until two, when they returned at the crack of the whip to labor in the field until sundown. On many
plantations slaves were forced at the end of the day to gather feed for the draft animals, often having to travel considerable
distances from the plantation. Finally, firewood had to be gathered, and dinner, consisting of beans and manioc, or a few.
potatoes, but rarely, if ever, any meat or fish, had to be prepared. During the grinding season on the sugar plantations, slaves
then faced what must have seemed like interminable hours of night work at the mills, or of husking and sorting on the coffee
plantations.

Carolyn E. Fick, The Making of Haiti: The Saint Domingue Revolution from Below (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1990), 27-
28,32,




Question 2: Was treatment of slaves humane? Why or why not?

Document 3: Dutty Boukman’s Cry, 1791

[image: image2.png]On August 22, 1791, Boukman Dutty, a former slave and voodoo priest, led the first revolt of what would become the Haitian
Revolution. The insurrection began with a voodoo ceremony, during which Boukman spoke the following words. This
moment is considered pivotal in Haitian history.

God who made the sun that shines on us from above, who makes the sea to rage and the thunder roll, this same great God
from his hiding place on a cloud, hear me, all of you, is looking down upon us. He sce what the whites are doing. The God
of the whites asks for crime; ours esires only blessings. But this God who is good directs you to vengeance! He will direct
our arms, he will help us. Cast aside the image of the God of the whites who thirsts for our tears and pay heed to the voice of

liberty speaking in our hearts....

Libéte: A Haiti Anthology, eds., Charles Arthur and Michael Dash (Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publishers, 1999), 36.




Question 3: Would you have supported Boukman’s orders in 1791? Why or why not?
Document 4: Treatment of Mulattoes in Haiti

[image: image3.png]Mulattoes were free men of color in Saint-Domingue, not former slaves. Mulattoes often had white fathers and were educated
and wealthy. The following reading summarizes their treatment by white society.

Even though [the mulattoes] possessed a quarter of the landed property, even though they rendered great services by their
industry, their activity, their participation in land development, in military service and in the constabulary .. since the

first third of the 18% century the government, and above all the white colonists, had multiplied the measures of distrust

and molestation against them. They forbade them to practice the liberal professions and a certain number of trades. They
assigned them special sections in public places. They even tried to force them to wear a special dress; finally they prohibited
marriage between them and the whites.... Without scruples, the whites committed against the mulattoes all sorts of denials
of justice.... As one colonist put it, these men, who still bore on their forcheads the mark of slavery, had to be reminded
constantly of their origin, through the weight of scorn and opprobrium and the breaking of their spirits. The whites refused
them all rights of legitimate defense, while for themselves they claimed the right to deal out justice without trial. One
magistrate even dared to propose taking property rights away from the mulattoes.

Anna Julia Cooper, Slavery and the French Revolutionists (1788-1805), trans. Frances Richardson Keller (Lewiston, NY: The Edwin
Mellen Press, 1988), 47-48.




Question 4: How were mulattoes treated in Haiti? Do you think if mulattoes would have been treated differently, the revolution might have been less bloody? Why or why not?
Document 5: A White Plantation-Owner describes the behavior of emancipated blacks (1799) 
“They profit from their present preponderance to vex the whites, humiliate them whenever the circumstances permit, by outbursts, thefts, or insults that aren’t punished.  ‘You punished me, now I punish you!’  That is their unanimous cry.” (Descourtilz, Voyages (1809), 2:452-3)

Question 5: Do you agree with the slave? Why or why not?

Document 6: Dessalines orders the 1804 massacre

“Let us intimidate those who would dare to attempt depriving us of it again: let us begin the French; let them shudder at approaching our shores, if not on account of the cruelties they have committed, at least at the terrible resolution we are about to make -- To devote to death whatever native of France dares to soil with his sacrilegious footstep this land of liberty." 

Cruelty of Dessalines. -- Massacre of the French. 
In the month of February, Dessalines issued another proclamation, but so strongly were the people, and the army in general, disposed to moderation and clemency, that all his instigations, sufficient as they seem to have excited a popular massacre, wholly failed of producing that effect. -- Having for some time laboured in vain to make the people at large the instruments of his sanguinary purpose, he at length determined to accomplish it by a military execution. The various towns where any French inhabitants remained, were successively visited by him, and those unhappy people, with certain exceptions, were put to /the sword, under his personal orders and inspection, by the troops whom he appointed to this horrible service. 

Source: American Missionary Register, October 1825, Vol. VI, No. 10, pgs 292-297

Note: It is estimated that 3000-5000 people of all ages and genders were killed during the massacre.

Question 6: Is there any way to justify Dessalines’ orders/actions? Why or why not?
