IB History of the Americas Final

The basics: Your final will be a 3-5 page (approximately 800-1500 words) research paper that summarizes and analyzes an important topic in post-WWII Latin American history.  You will be assigned one of ten possible topics to research.

Structure of the paper: Your paper should be broken into three sections: 

1. The first section should provide a synopsis of your topic.  

2. The second section should explain any differing interpretations and/or debate surrounding your topic.  All topics are at least somewhat controversial, so you should be able to find a wide variety of opinions.  

3. The third section should be your opinion on the topic.  You must take a strong stand on the issues related to your topic.
Please type your paper in 12-point font, double spaced, and in a regular font style (Cambria or Times).  Your paper should begin with your name (first & last), class name, and class period in the top left hand corner of the paper.  Your title should be centered and separated by one space from your name, class, & period.  The beginning of actual writing should be two spaces below your title and indented.  Please see the example below. [image: image1.png]Andrew Anderson
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The Cuban Revolution began in the 1950s when Fidel Castro and his brother





Sources/bibliography: Your paper will need to have at least five different sources.  A total of two sources must be books!  The other three may be any other relevant sources, including online sources.  You must cite all sources correctly, you must use parenthetical citations in order to cite your sources within the paper, and you must use MLA format.  You will list your sources on a separate bibliography page at the end of you paper.  The following are two examples of properly cited sources using MLA format that should appear in your bibliography (the first is a book, the second is an online magazine article:
Chasteen, John Charles. Born in Blood & Fire: A Concise History of Latin America. 2nd 

ed. New York: Norton, 2001. Print.

Farber, Samuel. "The Future of the Cuban Revolution." Jacobin. Jacobin Magazine, 5 

Jan. 2014. Web. 8 May 2014. <https://www.jacobinmag.com/2014/01/the-cuban-revolution/>.
Parenthetical citations: The use of parenthetical citations is to ensure you do not plagiarize!!!  When you use a direct quote from one of your sources, OR you summarize a unique idea take from one of your sources, you MUST cite it with a parenthetical citation!  The following are three examples of parenthetical citations, as they should appear in your paper:
After the Marxist-led Revolution of the 1950s, Cuba suffered from the “debilitating effects of the US embargo,” which would “go on for decades” (Chasteen 269).
Clearly, after the Marxist-led Revolution of the 1950s, the United States’ trade embargo of Cuba greatly damaged the economy of the island nation, the effects of which persist to this day (Chasteen 269).

John Chasteen claims that after the Marxist-led Revolution of the 1950s, Cuba suffered from the “debilitating effects of the US embargo,” which would “go on for decades” (269).

*Note: You do NOT need to cite something that is common knowledge.  For example, if you read in your source that the Cuban Revolution ended in 1959, and you include this fact in your paper, you DO NOT need to cite it.  Even though you might not have known this, it is considered common historical knowledge, and so citation is not necessary.

Rough Draft: I want to see a rough draft copy, including all five sources, from all students by the end of the day on Monday May 26th.  Turning the rough draft in will be a formative grade.  You may turn the rough draft in late, but regular late points will apply (-10pts per day) and I cannot guarantee timely feedback for students who turn in rough drafts late.
Grading: A good, well-summarized, well-analyzed paper that follows all instructions will get an A.  Length does matter.  A good three page (800 word) paper cannot get above a 95, but a good five page (1500 word) paper can get up to 100.  The following are examples of how your paper can lose points:
· Failure to provide a synopsis of your topic, differing interpretations and/or debate on your topic, and your opinion(s) on the issues surrounding your topic.  Not including these sections will cost you 33 points!  For example, if your paper has a great synopsis of your topic and discusses different interpretations, but you never provide your own opinion, the maximum you will get is a 67!
· Plagiarism has many forms. Plagiarism includes (but is not limited to) failing to properly cite your sources, not turning in a bibliography, and/or copying a research paper from another person.  Any plagiarism will result in an automatic zero for your paper!
· As noted in the point above, failure to turn in a bibliography will result in a zero!
· A lack of perspective and analysis will hurt your paper.  For example, your conclusion should not be something like “The Cuban Revolution was bad because communism is bad.  So therefore, things in Cuba are bad.”  This would be inadequate because it does not fully explain why you have this opinion.  Be sure to clearly explain all three sections of your paper (synopsis, interpretations, and your opinion) and talk about cause/effect.
· Since this is your final, it will count as 10% of your 2nd semester grade.
Due Date: The due date for 2nd and 3rd periods will be in class on June 3rd.  Regular late penalties will apply (-10pts per day), but if I do not have it in my hands by the end of the day on June 5th, it will be a zero.  
*Note: The only final paper I will accept is one that is printed out and handed in.  I will not accept emailed copies as final versions.  The reason for this is to avoid any confusion and/or communication errors.  You have plenty of time and opportunities to print out your final copy at home or at school. 
FAQs: Possible questions you might have:
· What do I title my paper? Answer: anything you want, as long as it is relevant to your topic.

· Can you give me help on MLA formatting? Answer: Yes! You can always ask me for help in class, tutoring, or email me.  Here’s a good, easy tool to use as well: http://easybib.com/.  And this one: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

· Can I use Wikipedia-type websites as sources? Answer: No! You may also not use about.com.  You need to find websites that contain articles about your topic that are written by actual authors.  Wikipedia-type websites are, however, good places to start your search for good sources, and to familiarize yourself with your topic.
· Will I have class time to work on this? Answer: Yes! We will have at least 3 class days to work on this in the library.
· Can my paper be longer than 5 pages? Answer: Yes! This minimum is 3 pages (800 words) but there is no maximum length.

· Does my bibliography page count in the total page requirement? Answer: No! Your bibliography is totally separate.  So, you will need to turn in a final paper that is at least 4 pages (the 3 page minimum plus your bibliography).

· This is stupid, and I don’t have time to work on it. Answer: First of all, that is a statement and not a question.  Secondly, you’re smart, you’re in IB, you DO have time, it’s not that hard, and you will deal with it.
Topics:
1. Cuba under Fidel Castro
2. Falklands War

3. The Dirty War in the Southern Cone
4. Biography of Hugo Chavez
5. Biography of Che Guevara

6. Invasion of Grenada in 1983

7. Nicaraguan Revolution 1960-1990

8. Salvadoran Civil War 1979-1992

9. U.S. invasion of Panama 1989

10. Pinochet vs. Allende in Chile
11. Juan & Evita Peron rule of Argentina

12. Biography of Alfredo Stroessner

13. Puerto Rican statehood movement

14. 1954 Guatemalan coup
